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NATO, WEU Set To Sign Accord To Improve 
Relations 


AU3004163396 Paris AFP in English 
1559 GMT 30 Apr 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, April 30 (AFP) — 
NATO and the Western European Union (WEU) are 
set lo Sign a Security pact aimed al improving relations 
between the two organisations and harmonizing coop- 
eration, diplomats said Tuesday [30 April]. 


NATO Secretary General Javier Solana and his WEU 
counterpart Jose Cutileiro will sign the agreement at 
NATO headquarters here by Monday at the latest, said 
a WEU official who asked not to be identified. 


Although the organisations’ ruling bodies have agreed 
the terms of the accord separaicly, last-minute gi:tches 
remain, a NATO source said. 


The agreement is the result of two years of negotiations 
aimed al improving the flow of information from the 
western defence alliance to the WEU, and the adoption 
of common confidentiality criteria. 


The WEU is the fledgling defence arm of the European 
Union. 


Covered by the accord are military intelligence and 
NATO procedures in the event of WEU involvement 
in military onerations with NATO support. 


A WEU diplomat said information exchanges until now 
had been hampered by the United States. “It was a 
pol'tcal problem and was about whether NATO would 
agree to hand over documents to the WEU,” the official 
said. 


"We seed this accord to elaborate and define” working 
practi ts, should the WEU become involved in peace- 
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NATO: St. Petersburg Seminar on Expansion 
Summarized 

BR3004114196 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish 
29 Apr 96 pil 


[Report by Ib Faurby: “Disagreement on NATO — 
Hackkerup: Russia Determines the Scope of Cooper- 
ation”) 

[FBIS Translated Text) St. Petersburg — The wecek- 
end’s conference on “The Baltic Region and European 
Security”, to which the social democratic Nordic Fo- 
rum for Security Policy had invited 145 politicians, civil 
servants, officials, and researchers from the countries 
bordering the Baltic Sea ended up marked by disagree- 
ment about NATO enlargement to include the central 
and Eastern European countrics. 


Director V.V. Loshchinin from the Russian Foreign 
Ministry's second European department sand thal any 
enlargement of NATO would prevent further disarma- 
ment and result in growing tension. He stressed the 
broad political opposition in Russia to NATO cnlarge- 
ment and claimed that an enlargement of the alliance 
would strengthen the reactionary forces in Russia 


No Right of Veto 


Even though Loshchinin acknowledged thai Russia had 
no right of veto over this issue, he did say that extended 
cooperation with Russia was only possible u NATO 
refrained from admitting new members 


Instead he urged that a new security policy sysiem 
be created in Europe on the foudnation of the ideas 
that Russia had put forward in to the Organization on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 


Aggressive Monster 


Defense Minister Hans Hackkerup (Social Democratic 
Party) gave the conference's most striking speech in 
favor of an enlargement of the alliance 


He said that any strengthening of the OSCE should go 
“hand in hand” with enlargement of the EU and NATO 
and that all three organizations were necessary for the 
creation of a more integrated Europe 


“An enlarged NATO will not threaten anyone. The ad- 
mission of new members is not a question of confronta- 
von, but of integration and statulity. NATO will con- 
tinue to be a defense alliance, not an aggressive monsecr 
The opening of the alliance happen in an cnurely trans- 
parent manner and everyone will be kept informed, 
Hackkerup said. 


As an cxample he cited IPFOR [Implementation Force}. 
the peace enforcement force in Bosma in which Russia 
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‘S$ taking part and which Hackkerup hopes will give 
Russia a better understanding of NATO's new role in 
European security policy. 


“We cannot keep democratic Counties with a legitimaic 
desire for membership out of the alliance. If we did that, 
nm would damage European statulity and the process of 
reform in Central and Eastern Europe. So my message 
to Russia is this: 


Accept NATO enlargement and make use of the pos- 
sibilities there are for cooperation between Russia and 


the alliance,” Hackkerup said. 
The Nordic Area's Role 


In connection with the: discussion of the Russian ideas 
for a new security policy model for Europe, some of the 
Russian speakers mentioned the old idea of turning the 
Nordic area into a nuciear- free zone or a nuclear-free 
corndor stretching from the Baluc Sca to the Black Sea. 


However, among the non-Russian participants only 
former Finnish Prime Minister Kalevi Sor: reacted 
positively to these ideas. 


There was broad agreement among the participants 
at the conference that any cxtcnsion of nonmilitary 
cooperation was an cxpression of a ‘soft’ security 
policy that would contribute to political statulity i the 
region around the Baluc Sea. On the other hand several 
participants warned against believing thai the “hard” 
security problems could be solved by the countries 
around the Baluc Sea alone. 


Vitally Important 


Despite Swedish and Finnish nonalignment the other 
Swedish and Finnish speakers stressed the importance 
of both the EU and NATO for security policy stability in 
Europe. Ambassador Anders Byurner, deputy secretary 
of state at the Foreign Ministry, thus said: 


NATO is of vital importance for Europe's security, 
both as a factor of stability in Europe and as an 
of the security policy link between Europe 
the United States, which is of crucial importance 
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both for the membeors and nonmembers of the Allantx 
alliance.” 


The head of the Finnish Defense Academy Rew Adm:- 
ral Esko Illi, said in his speech that the Baltic ¢ Gcstrnes 
will scarcely be included in the firsi phase of NATO 
enlargement. This has prompted several people lo pro- 
pose that Finland and Sweden should assume a special 
responsifility for the Baluc countnes” security 


“1 must stress that the establishment of such 2 Nord«- 
Baltic zou0¢ is definitely not in Finland's interest and 
not therefore a realisuc possitulity. Finland and Sweden 
cannot take it upon themselves to guaranice the security 
of the Baluc countries.” At the same time Rear Admural 
Ith stressed that the Baluc countnes must not ictt behind 


in a security policy “grey zone.” 
Admission to the EU 


Ambassador Eyurnecr was of the same opimon and sand 
that both the EU and the United States and Canadas 
(which in reality means NATO — POLITIKEN editor's 
note) were indispensable in the solution of the Baltix 
countnes” security probiems. 

Rear Admiral Ili recommended that NATO's coopera- 
tion with the Baltic countries continue to be extended 
within the Partnership for Peace program. and argucd 
in favor of the Baluc countnes” rapid admussion to the 
EU. Of Finland's own security policy he sad 


“Circumstances could change dramatically. They could 
also change in Russia. If the facts force Finland to 
reconsider its nonalignment, Finland will of course do 
so.” 


Like Hans Hackkerup he stressed what the other West- 
ern speakers had said, namely that NATO calargement 
was not directed against Russia, but is duc to consider- 
ations of European stability. 


Only Professor Rein Helme from the Estonian Defense 
Academy said openly that Estonia's desire for member- 
ship of NATO 1s due to its need for a security guarantce 
vis-a-vis Russia. 





repert may contain 


matena! Copying and diwemination 


copynghted 
8 protibited without permasion of the copynght owners 











PHDS- EA -90-050 
2 May 1996 


Netherlands: Minister Voorhoeve on WEU, US. 
Leadership 

BR3004152496 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSELAD 
in Dutch 29 Apr 9 p6 


{interview with Defense Minister Voorhoeve by Ben 
Van der Velden in The Hague; date not given: ~ Voorho- 
eve: There Are Results With the Americans’ | 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Hague, 29 Apr — Defense 
Minister J J.C. Voorhoeve believes that the armed forces 
should be used to promote peace and combal misfortune 
on earth. “Luckily it belongs to normal human reactions 
that you try to help where you can, including military 
means,” he said. 


Defense has much common ground with the work of 
Development Cooperation Minister Pronk, according to 
Voorhoeve. The VVD [People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy] minister would not call himself sdeolog- 
ically inspired, he terms himself a realist. Vo hoeve 
expects of Netheriands soldiers that they can shift cas- 
ily from providing humanitarian aid and peacekeeping 
to “bringing violence into the field in an organized way 


When the discussion was taking place last year about 
the withdrawal of the Netherlands UN contingent from 
the Muslim cpclave of Srebrenica and the slaughter 
carried out there by the Bosnian Serbs, Voorhoeve 
published his thoughts on ethics and improving life in a 
book called Unstable Peace. He described Netherlands 
security policy in a world in which “an exclusive, central 
legislator with compelling force no longer cxis's.” In 
contrast the constitutional description of the tasks of 
the armed furces, protecting the country’s national 
interest,” sounds only very limited. 


[Voorhoeve} The question of whether in forcign pol- 
icy of defense policy the national interest or something 
higher should be the guiding line presumes a contradic- 
tion. What is the nations! interest. If the Netherlands is 
cxistentially threatened as regards is further existence 
by enemies everywhere at its borders, then | would for- 
mulate that interest in such a way that the highest pri- 
ority goes to national survival 


We have an interest in the EU for our prosperity. The 
national interest is also served by a powerful NATO 
That interest is also served by global peacekeeping 
structures. Naturally that is a high- flown concept. You 
could also say that these peacekeeping structures are not 
there. But it is in our interest to gradually help build 
them up. 


[Van der Velden} Does the Netherlands have a special 
role im the world’ 


NETHERLANDS 3 


[Voorhoeve] Do not cxaggcraic. It 1s a question of 
structures for peaceful conflict sctiiement and helping 
push back wars. A Netherlands interest, to which we 
can mak=- only a smali contnibution. 


[Van der Velden] How realistic 1s this descmpuion of 
the Netherlands interest which the armed forces are to 
protect? 

[Voorhoeve} You have to remain realistic, even when 
you ate idcalistic. Bul it is superficial to say that there 
18 a contradiction between inicrest and cthics. Ethics ts 
not something which flutters down on us from above 
and has nothing to do with the functioning of socicty 
Ethics is an essential component of an organized socicty, 
of a civilization, and ow imicresis ae served by thal 
civil zation. 


[Vap der Velden] As defense minisicr are you not close 
to Development Cooperation? 


[Voorhoeve] Yes. you sce that im practice as well 
But with one restricuion. Defense is protecting peo- 
ple against flagrant and organized violence, in general 
against cxtcrnal aggression. This dcfinrion gives com- 
mon ground with development cooperation when you 
come up against serious abuses in the framework of 1n- 
ternational peacekeeping operations, where humanitar- 
ian cmorgency aid has to be provided. For that reason 
staff of Minister Pronk attend Wicfings about peace- 
keeping operations in the Defense Ministry's crisis man- 
agement center. That also has the consequence that 
Pronk visits Netherlands soldicrs in Cambodia of the 
former Yugoslavia, and makes funds availabic from his 
budget to have soldiers carry out projects locally 


{Van der Veiden} Netherlands soldiers sometimes seem 
to think that they can simply prevent a conflict by 
deterriig an opponent” 


[Voorhoeve] Deterrence means that you choose such a 
position that the other party is prevented from doing 


extremely unwise things... 


[Van der Velden} But the other party frequently does 
unwise things nevertheless’ 


{[Voorhoeve] But one of the lessons of peacekeeping 
operanons is preciscly that you must not forget the 
concept of deterrence. That was the problem with the 
UN's UNPROPOR [United Nations Protection Force!) 
soldiers in the former Yugoslavia. UNPROPOR did not 
have a deterrent capacity. Afier the Rapid Reaction 
Force was added to UNPROPOR last autumn, during 
which there was a shift from blue to green helmets, and 
heavy blows could be dealt to the Bosnian Serhs, there 
was a deterrent effect. The Rapid Reaction Force. to 
which the Netherlands also made a small contribution 
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mm addition to France and the United Kingdom. made the 
Bosnian Serbs understand thal it was ime to negotiate. 


[Van der Velden} But before that, was not too great an 
assummpuon made of the reasonableness of those Bosnian 
Serbs’ 


[Voorhoeve] For a long ume the United Nations and tis 
member states underestimated the malice of the Bosnian 
Serbs. Soldiers with a peacekeeping mission must have 
the resources to be able to shift from one situation to 
another. They are trained to bring violence in the ficld 
in an organized way to protect people, and of course 
praciples as well. With a violent opponent who docs 
things his own way, of cven uses tcrrorisi means, you 
must ha back hard within the rules of the law of war 
and imternabonal law, to prevent worse. 


[Van der Velden] Before ths Rapid Reaction Force, did 
not people thunk rather simply that white UN vehicles 


would impose respect’ 


[Voorhoeve} In my view cthial considerations should 
have led carly on in the war is the former Yugoslavia to 
the conctusion that the international community should 
mtervenc hard and with heavy military means. It is a 
musconception to think that military force should only be 
used when all other means have been exhausted. Then 
it is often too late. A limited bul very resolute carly 
military iwervention can have a beneficial effect. 


[Ven der Velden] You have written that soldiers should 
nao fe lumbered with impossible missions. How can that 
sort of thing be avoided? 


[Voorhoeve] A solder cannot prevent that. It is a duty 
for diplomacy. 


[Van der Velden] But it is you yourself who gives the 
solders their missions’ 


[Voorhoeve} Certainly, and more in general the Nether- 
lands Government, controlled by the Netherlands Par- 
hament. 


[Van der Velden} So what did you think at the time 
when the UN contingent still had to make do without 
the Rapid Reaction Force in the former Yugoslavia’ 


[Voorhoeve] UNPROPOR let itself be messed about. 
The Netherlands was never able (0 determine UN policy 
in UNPROPOR. The Netherlands alwiys called for a 
more forceful intervention, both the former and present 
catnct. In general we did not get much of an audience. 
After | became minister in August 1994 I travelled 


NETHERLANDS 
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[Van der Velden] Would you no longer want to scnad 
out UN soldiers to a situation like the onc in the former 


Yugoslavia? 


[Voorhoeve] Where there is a msk of flagrant violence 
you should not work with UN soldiers, but with mulitary 
forces. 


[Van der Velden] You differ in opimon with Minister 
Van Mierlo about the possitilsnes of European dctcnsc 
and the role of the United States. Van Maicrlo secs 
European dcfense as more scpataic from the Unied 
States. 


[Voorhoeve} Van Mierio and myscif agree on the main 
. But if you sote a difference in approach, then 
cannot deny it. I note that the European members of 
NA ™) and the members of the EU do not have a great 
reco... im the mulitary field as regards jount intervention, 
except in the context of NATO, when the United States 
took part as well. In the heaviest part of what was 
deployed against the Bosnian Serts, the ar force. the 
United States played an important role 


| am not saying that ut will never be possibile without 
the Americans. In fact | note that where the Americans 
take on jount responsibility, in general things go heticr 
than where it happens without them. That has nothing 
to do with unique characteristics of the Americans 
The United States is the largest Western democracy. In 
Western Europe we have the probiem that there ts no 
natural leader here among the democratic states. You 


a rT on mulitary 
and aspects. But if we at the imiervention 


by European countries in the former Yugoslavia 
im fecent years, then we have to note that this was 
not the case. Whether w. like if of not, since the 
Americans became strongly involved last autumn. things 
are sud ~nly going considerably better 


[Van der Velden} Then you differ radically in opinion 
with Van Mierlo on the Benelux memorandum for the 


European rp Conference, which speaks 
in favor of a” identity for the EU” 


[Voorhoeve] | was not present at the meeting which 
drew up tis memorandum, but that makes no differ- 
ence, because it is a document of the Netherlands Gov. 


| 
: 


: 


a joint intervention by the members of the 
Western European Union (WEU) — the po- 


tlary es pe organization of 10 EU 
the of political and security ques- 
we know that the world is a long 
y from being that way. | will work enthusiastically 
ae eee oe Se eee 
years. But in such a way it does not undermine 
coherence and effectiveness of the intervention of 
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UK: Bank Governor Wants ‘Safe Club’ for Single 
Currency 

MS0105140096 London INDEPENDENT in English 
1 May 9 p 20 


[Report by John Eisenhammer, John Willcock and Nic 
Cicutu: “George Says Britain May Be Safer Outside the 
Single Currency”) 

(PBIS Transcribed Text] Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of Engiand, yesterday said the UK should 
only adopt a single European currency if 1 was going 
to be a “safe club to join”. He added that Britain could 
survive outside European cconomuc and monetary union 
[EMU] and might be safer outside if the convergence 
criteria appeared unsustainabic. 


downward movement in rates had been the correct one. 


When asked if Britain could exist perfectly well outside 
EMU. Mr George said: “1 believe so.” He said the issuc 
for the UK, when the ume came, was “whether or not 
EMU is a safe club to join.” Referring to “tension” 
between other EU countnes, he added: “If those tensions 


high in Europe. He siso said that if it looked as though 
the tough EMU criteria on det, budget deficits, inflavon 
and exchange rates were not sustainabic, then it would 
be in the UK's interest to stay outside. 


criteria. After overshooting forecasts by about 10a 


The main UK banks yesterday dented hopes of a rapid 
end ficulties in the housing market, announcing 


5 
& 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


thal nei morgage lending in Mach. at 632m pounds. 
was lower than the previous month 


However, the Brush Bankers Association [BBA) added 
that the sumber of new approvals rose 26 per cent to 
31,630 in March. Approvals ae an important indicator 
of actual borrowing in six to cight weeks’ time. 


The BBA’s figures came as a separate survey by TSB 
[Trustce Savings Bank) showed thal since the new year 
the average cost of buying a home has dropped by $6 
per cent, based on the cost of a typical mortgage for 
cach 100 pounds of take-home pay. 


UK Outside EU Seen as ‘Little Englander Fantasy’ 
M3$010513:796 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 1 May 9% p2 


[Report by Roland Gribben: “Business Leaders Split on 
Europe | 
([FBIS Transcribed Text) A business icader has con- 
demned visions of a prosperous future for Britain dec- 
tached from the European Union as a “little Englander 
fantasy’. 


Confederation of British Industry (CBI) director general 
Adair Turner's view emerged a differences between 
leading business organisations over key European issues 
widened. 


The Institute of Directors [IoD] is hardening its stance 
over monctary union while the CBI continues to advo- 


cate an “open mind” approach — although a vete last 
autumn showed a two thirds majority in favour of a sin- 


gle currency. 


A decisive vote against British membership OF the 
single currency at last week's convention has reinforced 
the stand taken by the loD 


Almost 70 per cent of the 2,500 delegates said that 
the disadvantages of the single currency outweighed the 
advantages. 


The currency issue is the most contentious point be- 
tween the two business organisations in the EU dehate 
Both are opposed to withdrawal and continue to hack 
the Government on continuation of the Social Chapter 
opt out and completion of single market measures 


But the CBI, alarmed at the tone and trend of the debate 
in the Tory Party and the wornes about the referendum 
threat posed by businessman Su James Goldsmith, has 
been adopting a more vigorous stand 


The CBI has been attempting to bolster the Prume 
Minister in a series of initiatives and speeches 
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“We look to the broadcasters to operate responsitly~ 


Mr Ancram added the Government had accepted it 
would be unrealistic to exclude canddates from counts 
— even though up to 155 in theory could contest onc 
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Under the elecbon atvangements. five dcliegaics will Pe 
elected from cach of Northern ircland’s '8 parhamen- 
lary Consistucacics 


A further 20 will be sciected from across the province 
— two from cach of the 10 partes who poll the most 
On aggregaic across Northern Ireland 


The counting of the votes will hogin on the morning of 
May 31, the day after the clochos 


Those clected will constitute a ecw forum, demgved to 


promote dialoguc and understanding. and acpouating 
teams for the talks will be drawn from among them 


The Order was mnvoduced under the Northern Ircland 
(Estry to Negotations) Act, which was rushed through 
Parhament last week 


For the Opposstion, Tony Worthington warned that if the 
Onder was moorrect, the only ones who would feacin 
would be those who were not trying hard for peace and 
a consttubonal sctticment 


He sand the compleuty of arrangements had heen made 
more difficult because 1 was a “mongrel! clecvon 


Witham Ross (UUP Londonderry E) sau « was only 
possitie to “scratch the surface of such mcomprehcn- 
sitic details 


"1 deeply resent the fact that names aren't goung to te 
included on the hallot paper. 


The elections were seen as semply another step to moet 
the IRA deadline of June 10 and the Government is 


trying to create a body that will he powerless 


Mr Ross warned tt was going to be a ‘faly chactx 
situation hecause of this mcomprehensibie Order 


Eddie McGrady (SDLP Down S$) acknowledged had 
heen possible to take only a superficial look af the 
legislavon. 


Mr McGrady added: “We must all admit that thes ws 
enurely unsatisfactory, but we'll all do our hest to run 
with it, because the prize ts beyond price 


“If we get to the talks on June 10, the prize of peace and 
statility in Northern Ireland 1s worth all the bearthreak. 
the despair, the annoyance we ve had over this clectoral 
prowess 


Certainly in my party we would like to give it as fan a 


wind as possihe to enae the people to he represented 
in the Proadest possible sense at that negotiating tabic 


Democratic Union Party deputy leader Peter Rotun- 
son said tf was an understatement to say the process was 
unsauisfactory 
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“This is a grotesque affront w the demacratx process 
kh is a comtempt of Gus House, a mow dugraceful way 


for a goverament to bchave. 


“if one was looking for en cxuampic of bad practice, the 
munisiers wm the Northern ircland Office have provided 
mu with Gus legislabon~ 


He sasd the clecuvons were being held only to afford a 
electoral mandate to patucs who did not have one sow 


On the broadcasting rulcs. Mr Rotunson protested: “1 
don't accept that ae broadcasting media will he making 
valiam efforts to * faa-munded, balat <! and even- 
handed is the way Uicy will work during wie Course of 
tus clecuon. 


“That would be a first of they were to do 
required to do a by leguslavon 


“Everyone in us House knows that one of the oppor- 
tummies they undoutMedly will take 1s to allow the IRA 
to he On programmes with other polical partecs as if 
thy were a normal polstical party 


“While the Government won't st down woth the IRA. 
hbeceuse of this legislation. parucs in Northern Ircland 
will be required cither to st down with them of opt 


out of he apportumty of speaking during television 
broad asts ~ 


Wilham Ross (UUP Londonderry E) imervencd to 
rmse reports that Tory former Northern Ireland munister 
Michaci Mates had been maintaining contact with the 
TRA sunce the ceasefire broke down 


Mr Ross said: “The mere fact that ministers don't sit 
down with the IRA docen'! appea to be a bar to them 
sending other members of the party to do « for Sem. 


Mr Kotenson said: “Yes, particularly a Member who has 
on a number of occamons in the pst heen the person to 
fy kites for the Government on a oumber of tesues 


| suspect many people will perhaps heleve the Gov- 
crament had more of a knowledge of such contacts than 
they would like others to believe 


Roy Beggs (UUP Antrim E). referring to the row 
over the watch Mr Mates (Harp ture E) once gave to 
fugitive businessman Asi! Nadir, joked: “I'm sure there 
will be a greater demand for engraved watches in the 
near future 

Mr Robinson sak: “We now have a system which is 
nothing short of a farce im the terms in which it is poring 
to operate 

“The parties in Northern Ireland will contest this clec- 
ton in the hope of producing a satisfactory result, not 
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with the help of the Goverpment bul in spate of the Gov- 
crament_” 


Replying. Mr Ancram sad he rcalucd the icguiaion 


was complies. Bul 1 was not ap unusval procedure and 
a lot of the cursung clectoral law would apply 


He stressed broadcasters musi cnsure Coverage pencrally 
reflected the obligation on them to provide fam and 
balanced reports. 


UK: Heseltine Calls for United Support of Major 
MS010$110096 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
im English 1 May 9% pi 


[Report by George Jones: “Leadership Deal Demod by 
Hesclunc | 


'FBIS Transcribed Text] Machaci Hesclune sought last 
might to calm a sew bout of Tory leadersiup speculation 


During Prime Minister's Question Time, Mr Major was 
challenged three umes over the speculation that be 
might quit or be forced to stand down. He dismussed 


as “fantasy” suggestions by Paddy Ashdown. the Literal 


Ministers and semor Conservatives acknowledged |as' 
might that pany morale had fallen to a new low. Many 
Tones were said to be dismayed by Mr Mayor's ieader- 
ship during the BSE [Bovine Enacephalopa- 
thy] crists and unsettled by the challenge from Sir James 
Goldsmuth's referendum party. 


One ministerial aide said the mood among Tory MPs 
was ‘febrile’. Another said there was a feeling of 
despa as Tories prepared for losses of up to 700 seats 
im the local elections in England. However, there is no 
mechanism for a challenge to Mr Major befuve the neu 
clection. And speculation that he would siand down 
volumtanty to make way for a successor is dismimed 
by those close to hum. 


Mr Heseltine, sull seen by many Tones as the mow 
hkely successor should Mr Major quit this year, went 





report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and 
1s prohibited evthowt permisswn of the copynght cenen 








. UNITED KINGDOM 


out of bis way to pledge his continuing loyally to the 
Prime Minister. 


He also authorised Conservauve Central Office to deny 
that .scre was a “secret decal” that Mr Major would hand 
thc vcadersiup to him if the Tomes were routed ws the 


together the wews of the overwhelming majority of the 
party. 

“He & now catitied to our untied suppor which is the 
essential ingredient in our determunation to win again 


In what was seen as a rebuke for Right-=ing Euroscep- 
ucs, Mr Heselune warned against the “narrow pursuit of 
weological punty” which would fnghten off the floating 
voters. 


rie said the Tories would only ©). a fifth term by @- 


“Neu ume we will still have hes campaign skills, honed 
m the heat of hatte. but he wi! also have the advantage 
of much more favourable cconomx Circumstances © 


the European Union were living in “cloud cuckoo land 


2 May 1996 


John Prescou, Labour's deputy icader. clamed Mr 
tesclune’s attack on the Euro-scepocs was the mow 
semous cxampic yet of the cowil wat thal now racks the 
Tory Party”. 


UK: Views on Spring's Urging Major to Open Jun 
Talks Reported 

MS0108124496 London INDEPENDENT om English 
I May % p 


[Repon by Cole Brown: “irish Tell Major to Opes 
Talks] 

(FBIS Tramuribed Text] John Major has been urged 
by Dublin personally to open the all-party talks on the 
future of Northern ircland im a last-dach sicmy to 
persuade the IRA to restore the ceasefire and allow Sinn 
Fein to sat down af the acgousteng tabic 


h could mean Mr Major would have to meet Gerry 
Adams, the presadent of Sinn Feon, and Marun McGun- 
ness, » Sinn Few leader. insh officials have told Down- 
ing Sweet the Prome Minister's attendsnce af the open- 
ing of the segouavons on 0 June would send the nght 
signal” to the IRA of the Government's commament 


Mr Major has been told Jobe Bruton the iruh Pome 
Minister, will be there, if he agrees to represent the 
Brush goveramem af the ncgotiavonms Insh sources 
sad: “rle can} make bis mind up He fears if the talks 
Gramatially broke down, he would be assccisted with 
the falure 


Briush muniters belseve there 1s a serous msk that the 
talks could collapse on the first day over the neue of 


deconmmasonng IRA weapons 


Tory MPs rejected the idea, floated by Dick Spring. the 
Insh Foreign Minister, for the docommussoning issuc 
to be hived off imto separate talks 


Downing Sweet avonded saying anything off tally about 
Mr Spring's proposal. insh officials hebeve it wil! ncod 
talks between Mr Bruton and Mr Major in the comung 


days to avond mt hecomung 4 crists 


it was rejected out of hand by David Wilshire, a Tory 
MP. who warned that it would mean the Ulster Unionists 
could not attend the talks His warning was reinforced 
by other leading Tory backhbeach MPs yesterday and the 
Ulster Unionists, led by David Tramibic 


Mr Trimbic sand: “1 Gunk it 8 very foolish of Mr Spring 
to frame the hare af (hs teeue | dont sce any mere io 
nu at all. We have already deal with Gus ue The 
Mitchell Report deals with the meue There i no ncod 
for a further report” 
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The Goveramest will tclil Dublin the proposal ts wnac- 
ceptatic to the Ulcer Umonsts and would sot work 
“What the insh don! seem to understand us thal we 
can't force the Ulster Unsonests to the talks.” sad ore 
Sumivicnal source. 


UK: ‘Shadow’ Secretary Mowlam Seggests 
Separate Talks 

MS010S125396 London THE GUARDIAN im Enghsh 
I May % p?7 


(Report by Pavxk Wintour, “Mowlam Formula For 
irnsh Talks”! 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Mo Mowlam, the shadow 
Northern ircland Secretary. yesterday urged the Govern- 
mem tw scparaic talks on Gccommussomng of terrors 
weapons from the man all-party talks on Northern Irec- 
land 


She sad a paralic! process held the bes chance of the 
talks not $weaking down 


Her call. smila to one on Monday by Dick Spring. 
the insh foreign minister, put ber af odds with Tory 
backbeach apimoa and presages her dcicrmunation to 
speak her mund more oftcn on Northern Ircland m the 
fun-up to the clecton 


Ms Mowlam's call for paralicl talks eas balanced with 
a warming to Marun McGuioness, the Sinn Fein icader, 
that he was muastaken if be thought a Labour goverament 
would act a the “7th Cavalry.” for the republican 
paramilitaries by softening demands on the IRA to 
restore the ccaschre. 


In her clearest statement yet. Ms Mowlam sand L.»>our 
supported Sinn Fein being allowed to jorn the ali-erty 
talks scheduled for June 10, as long as they win scets 
the May ©) elections and restore the ceasefire of August 
1oo4 


“There ate no other preconditions. If they restate the 
uncguivocal ceasefire of August 1994, they should he 
allowed into talks.” she sad 


She aided that « should not be necessary for Sinn 
Fes to agree to the six Mitchell principles cm non- 
violence hefore hemg allowed int: June's talks — 
aging instcad that (his Commutment should he required 
m@ the sar of the talks 


She then broke wrth Tory backbenchers and sided with 
Dutien Py calling for decommassomng to he put into a 
separate, paralic! talks process 


Mr Spring made a emia call im a speech in Limerick 


on Monday. fut Ms Mowlam said she had come to her 
postion independently and demed i was intended to 


& ~38 8 8-8" Fee. ser .re ad 


avosd the mssuc of dccommuswomng. 1 22 sugpcosing 
a process Dy whach the Gocommussonmg meu » a)- 
dressei without handscappung progres: <@ other meer 
including trust and confidence -huslding 


Some Unicausts have sad they will not talk face-to-face 
with Sing ows on June 10 una of a icast wees @p 
the sxx Mac” “ll priacepies. But Ms Mowlam urged al 
pokcal part.cs to moc im the same room on Junc i) 
to drscuss those praceplics 


UK: Adams Says Elections Should Give SP Place at 
Talks 


MS010S133496 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES om English 
WAprM p7 


[Report by Diack Grogan: “SF [Sime Fem! Clam 
Electoral Mandate Is Key To Place At Talks Tatic | 


(FBIS Tramscrited Text] Mr Gerry Adam aoucried 
yesterday that an cloctoral mandate should sccure Sims 
Fem a place at the talks table by rghit. regadicss of 
IRA activibes 


The Sinn Fern presdent sad: “No mattcr what the IRA 
docs, those who vote for Sinn Fern have the mght to 
have thew views represented, and Sinn Fon will stand 
by those voters’ 


He said Sinn Fein would be af the talks tatic if the 
Britush goverament stick to thew position that those with 
af cloctive mandate should he there 


When was put to Mr Adams that the Briash povern- 
mem appeared likely to adhere to its powton that no 
mvitabon would be issued to Svan Fem unicss the IRA 
restored the ceascfire, he sand: “Well then. the question 
has to be put to the Brush government. do they rally 
want peace, do they really want a demacratc scttle 
ment’ 


As controversy continued over the contacts hetween 
semor Sinn Fein officials and the Tory MP (member of 
parliament) Mr Michaci Mates. Mr Adams told reporters 
in Belfast the significance of the moctings had heen 
distorted. Sinn Fem had contacts at many levels of the 
poliucal spectrum 


Me said the contact which led to the mechags with Mr 
Mates had come imualiy from someone who does not 
repressnt either Sinn Fem of the British government 


Mr Adams sand his party valued al! honest diaogue He 
said however, that there had heen no Contact of dialoguc 
with the British government for some tome Mr Mates 
had made vt quite clear, and Sima Feo knew, that be 
was not representing the goverement 
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of Senator Mi if he was to come forward as a 


The Northern Secretary, Sir Patrick Mayhew, yesterday 
repeated his denial that the mectings were a breach of 
government policy in regard to contacts with Sinn Fein 
UK: Government ‘White Paper’ Issued on Ulster 
Constabulary 


LD0105 122896 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1218 GMT I May 96 


[By lan Graham] 
(FBIS Transcribed Text] Government plans to make the 
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will be submitied to the police authority for approval 
before being passei on for endorsement by the Secretary 
of State and publication. 


The Police Authority wil! be able to discuss the plans 
with the chief constable and may seck changes. Any 
disagreement would be referred to the Secretary of State. 


Launching the White Paper at a Belfast press con- 
ference, Northern Ireland security minister Sir John 
Wheeler said: “We believe these proposals provide firm 
foundations on which to plan, and they will contribute 
to the broader debate on policing.” 


The White Paper is one of three documents making up a 
major review of policing in Northern Ireland. The Police 
Authority recently published a community consultauon 
report and today’s paper will be followed later in the 
year by a fundamental internal review of the force 
being conducted by the deputy chief constable, Ronnie 
Flanagan. 

The White Paper was being seen as redefining the 
relationship between the Secretary of State, the Chief 
Constable and the Police Authority. Sir John said he 
hoped 1 would lead to the nationalist SDLP dropping its 
boycott on taking membership of the Police Authority. 
He said he hoped the SDLP would see that it gave the 
authority a real voice on policing and that they would 
take their place. 


“If you are not there, you don't count. You are an 
absentee, there is no point in being an absentee.” 


But Sir John is likely to have annoyed nationalists who 
have been secking a major overhaul of policing. They 
want symbolic changes in the force's name, its badge. 
embiems and oath. But Sir John said these issues were 
of “marginal interest, largely irrelevant’. 


The wider public were interested in the quality of 


the service received. If their car was stolen they 
were ¢ with their personal problem, not that of 
embiems 


He said it was unlikely that legislation would be 
introduced immediately and the final legislauon would 
take account of discussions on policing in the all-party 
political talks due to begin next month. 


The final legislation would be shaped to reflect any 
agreement emerged. 


The White Paper said the ending of the Provisional IRA 
ceasefire, and consequent uncertainty, had limited the 
changes the police could make ah altered the public's 
expectations. It added: “The Government is dete~mined 
to on with the reform of policing, but clearly 
wi a reinstatement of a credible Provisional IRA 
ceasefire, progress will of necessity be slower and more 
cautious.” 
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ireland: Prime Minister Bruton on Cease-Fire, 
Talks 


LDO105151096 Dublin RTE Radio One Network 
in English 1215 GMT 1 May 9 


{imterview with Irish Prime Minister John Bruton by 
unidentified correspondent in Dublin on | May] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Much significance has been 
attached to the Taoiseach’s [pnme minister] speech of 
last might, in which he made a strong appeal to the 
Republican movement for the restoration of the IRA 
cease-fire. John Bruton said there was no question of 
his government acquiescing to any Unionist agenda of 
domination. And as 10 June draws ever closer, he also 
spoke for the first ume of a umeframe for all-party talks. 
So, does this show increasing desperation that the IRA 
cease-fire will not be restored and that Sinn Fein won't 
be taking part in those discussions? Shortly before we 
came on air, | spoke to the Taoiseach in his office at 
Government Buildings, and | asked him first why he 
had decided to make the speech at this time: 


[Begin recording) (Bruton) Because we have at last 
secured the objective of all-party talks on a fixed date, 
10 June. Thal was at enormous achievement, something 
that had never been achieved before, and if it is to yield 
full results we want everybody there, including Sinn 
Fein. And the only requirement that is now necessary 
to enable Sinn Fein to be there at the negotiations is a 
reinstatement of the IRA cease-fire, and | wanted to 
set out the case in very great and careful detail on 
the record as to the things that have been achieved 
in terms not only of the fixed date, but of the way in 
which the negotiations will work, so that every concern, 
including concerns of the Republican movement, will be 
aidressed properly in the course of the talks. | wanted to 
put that all on the record so that at the carliest possible 
moment, the IRA would reinstate their cease-fire so that 


this historic opportunity can be seized by everybody. 


[Correspondent] Was the speech then in some ways a 
sign of worry that this opportunity wasn't going to be 
seized and that Sinn Fein won't be at the talks on 10 


IRELAND il 


Hammersmith. We can't afford a repeution of that. This 
is an unparalicied opportunity to settle this problem. 
Theze is a willingness now, on the part of Unonists, for 
example, to do business they wouldn't have done a few 
years ago. The Unionists accept, for example, the need 
for north-south bodies, not just as a practical matter bul 
also as a means of recognizing the Insh national identity 
of the nationalists in Northern Ireland. They recognize 
that now. The talks that we're going to have on 10 
June will deal with all three strands simultaneously from 
the outset, including a north-south strand, and | wanted 
to set that out in such detail that everybody who has 
any influence in getting the IRA to reinstate the cease- 
fire will have the material to enable them to use their 
influence to that end. 


[Correspondent] But how optmistic, though, are you 
that there will be a cease-fire by the end of May, because 
we have heard some very hardline comments from 
leading Sinn Fein members over the past few weeks’ 


[Bruton] Well, it's impossible for me to tell what is 
the internal thinking within the IRA. The ignition of 
the Canary Wharf bomb made no sense at all, because 
just at thal ume we were actually overcoming what had 
been the problem for the previous several months — 
the decommissioning precondition — that was in the 
process of being removed, so | can't really enter into 
the interna! thinking of the Republican movement in that 
sense, but | can work on the public concerns that they 
have expressed, and one of the public concerns that has 
been expressed has been that the ncgotiations might not 
be senous. 


Now, the ground rules that we have agreed with the 
British government, and which all the participants are 
willing to participate under, make 1 absolutely clear that 
the negotiations will be serious, and | was reiterating 
that in some detail in my speech at the Congress Center 
for the Unemployed because | believed it needed to 
be put on the record yet again, although much of the 
material in my speech had already been on the record 
in other places from me and from other government 


spokespersons. 


[Correspondent] One of the concerns that's been ex- 
pressed by Sinn Fein and by a number of others is the 
precarious state of John Major's government, and yet 
again there's speculation in the British papers today. 
Are you concerned that this side of a British general 
elecuion things aren't really going to get moving? 


{Bruton} On the contrary. | believe John Major has a 
sense that he wants to do something about this problem. 
He has devoted enormous amounis of time to it, and 
as prime minister | believe he has this issue higher 
on his agenda than any previous prime munister, and | 
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believe he is im a strong positio’ on this issuc, because 
on thus issuc he has the support of the opposition in 
Wesumunster. On the Northern Ireland issue, John Major 
has the support, unqualified support of the opposition in 
what he 1s doing, and | think that that’s very important 
in terms of his having the ability to deliver. After all, we 
never got a prospect of all-party talks from any previous 
British prime minister. We have it now, on 10 June. It's 
very few weeks away. Let us seize this opportunity now. 


{Correspondent} Bul some critics would say that it's 
gone this far and that really at this stage he can't take 
it any further. 


[Bruton] He can, he can, I'm absolutely certain he can. 
I know he can and I'm confident that he will. I know, 
obviously, from the daily contact that I'm in with the 
prime munister, and that the Tanaiste’s [foreign minister} 
in with Sir Patrick Mayhew, and that the government as 
a whole is in discussion all the time with the British 
Government, that there is a seriousness of intent. The 
ground rules for these talks are far more detailed and far 
better than the ground rules that, for example, existed for 
the 1991-92 talks. All the problems that existed in 1991- 
92, about moving from one strand to the other, all those 
problems have been solved. We have much better, much 
more detailed ground rules for these talks than we ever 
had hefore. And these have been delivered by agreement 
with this British government, and | believe that that's 
very important that we should seize thal opportunity, 
and far from looking for difficulties on that front | think 
there 1s a potential here that we must take now. 


{Correspondent} And in relation to the British Govern- 
ment, do you intend to be talking to them about the 
issue that you raised in your speech last night about the 
umeframe for political talks? 


[Bruton] Oh yes, I think it's important that there 
should be an indicative timeframe, not a cage, but an 
indicative meframe. The Unionist parties, for example, 
themselves suggested that the talks should be intensive 
and should have a form of time limit, so there's no 
real difference. We don't want, for example, to have a 
situation where people of a high caliber are just wasting 
ume. We want to use the time from after 10 June in the 
most intensive and the most valuable way possible. And 
we want to ensure that there is no timewasting involved. 


[Correspondent] Is there a particular umeframe that you 
would prefer” 


{Bruton} At this stage, I think, beyond suggesting that 
an indicative timeframe might be helpful, | don't think 
| should go. In fact, this would be a matter for all 
the participants. It wouldn't be just a matier for the 
governments to lay down such a thing. But I think there 
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is agreement across the oard im fact thal an imicnse 
iod of negotiation, rather than a leisurely onc, 1s 
"s the best use of ume and likely to yield the best 
likely to refine down the differences, and the 
differences are not as wide as, when you get to the 
ultimate model of a solution, the differences are not as 
wide as one might think in terms of the aguments that 
afe going on about how to get there. 


[Correspondent] But one of the differences that’s come 
up over the past few days is the Tanaisic’s sugeestion 
for a sort of fourth arm to talk about decommissioning 
David Trimble d<scribed that as foolish. What's your 
reaction to Mr. Trimbie’s comments? 


[Bruton] | think there's common ground between ail of 
us that we need to clarify before the talks, as much as 
we can, how we're going to deal with difficull issucs 
like decommissioning. Now we have agreed that ut will 
be addressed at the outset of the talks, but we've also 
agreed in the communique thal other issucs must also 
be addressed. There musi be a sense thal the wholc 
agenda is going to be tackled and not just one item. But 
obviously there are technical questions, for cxampic. 
that need to be addressed in regard to decommissioning. 
legal questions that need to be addressed, and | answered 
questions at the Dail (parliament) yesterday where | sct 
out some of those and set out how the government 1s 
taking this issue seriously in terms of making sure that 
a legal framework exists so that, when we reach a pont 
where decommissioning of arms is agreed to, thal we 
will be able to implement that agreement straight away. 
That is important. 

The Tanaiste made, in my view, a very valid and 
sensible suggestion about having a strand of discussions 
devoted particularly to this. Bul | would make the 
point that he wasn't envisaging, nor are we cnvisaging. 
that that strand would be isolated from the rest of the 
discussions. There would have to be very regular cross- 
reporting from one strand to the other so as to ensure, 
given that nothing is agreed until everything is agreed. 
that there is balanced progress being made in all of the 
various matters, including the yv commissioning matter 


[Correspondent] So do you think in some sense, then, 
David Trimble might have misinterpreted what the 
suggestion was? 

[Bruton], Well, this is a political situation and obviously 
people are making the strongest case they can from ther 
own point of view and it's not at all surprising that Mr 
Trimble should express the concerns of his constituency 
in strong terms. That's perfectly acceptable in a political 
process. The important thing is that we arc all heading 
now toward a serious negotiation on 10 June and all we 
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really need to make that w ork is for the IRA to reistate 
thew cease-fire. 
{Correspondent} If | could turn to another area: In an 
interview yesterday, the minister for social welfare, Mr. 
Proinsas De Rossa, was critical of the remarks made 
by the Tanaiste’s advisor, Fergus Finlay, about talks 
without Sina Fein not being worth a penny candle. Is 
there a split in the government on this? 

[Bruton] No. I [word indistinct) that in the Dail yes- 
terday actually, and I said thal the remarks that had 
been made by the minister of state at the departumecni 


Sinn Fein there — we believe that Sinn Fein’s involve- 
ment in the talks is very important, and | think that's 
very clear from my inte view with you — equally, no 


qualification, which is clear about not being associated 
with violence, sor to participate in the talks, there isn’t 
any difference on this matter. 
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like that out of context probably wasn't fair to 
. But I'm telling you what the government's 
is, and I think that's really what is important. 


bi 
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[Report by Deaglan de Breadun: “Spring Details Case 
for Parallel Talks on Decommissioning Paramilitary 
Arms”) 

(FBIS Transcribed Text] There was a strong argument 
for remitting weapons decommussioning (0 “a separate 
but parallel stream of negotiations” before the issue was 
deaht with in all-party talks, the Tanaiste and Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Mr Spring, said last night. 

He told the biannual plenary session of the British- 
Irish InterParliamentary Body at Adare, Co Limerick, 
that it was necessary to ensure the issue was dealt 
with “meaningfully and satisfactorily” without derailing 
hitical wong 

“The decommissioning issue is qualitatively different 
from most other prospective agenda items for the talks. 
“it deals with a situation which is in breach of the law, 
with the complex legal considerations that entails. 
“Since it requires the co-operation of the paramilitary 
leaders in possession of such weapons, the negotiators 
around the table cannot decide the issue for themselves. 
“In any case, | believe most parties would not wish 
to become immersed in its technicalives provided the 
outcomes are satisfactory to them. 

“There is therefore, | believe. a strong argument in 
favour of remitting this issue, in the first instance, under 
an independent outside aegis, to a separate but paralic! 
stream of negotiations. 

“In that way it could be processed and clarified for 
the consideration of the political negotiators, and the 
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outcomes submutted to them for considerauon alongside 
the results emerging from the political segotalons 
across the three strands.” 


Mr Spring said he agreed with Briush MPs who said 
recently that the issue was too fundamental to be left 
vague unul June 1Oth. 


“I agree with that analysis and believe this approach 
should be explored with all relevant parues as of 
now. The baleful potential of this issue has been well 
demonstraicd, and we musi ensure thal it does not 


eclipse the wider goal of political agreement.” 


He added thai the two governments had made ut clear 
they wanted the negotiations to be inclusive but also 
that Sinn Fein parucipation required an unequivocal 
restoration of the August 1994 ceasefire. 


"Within the negotiating process, we expect all partici- 
pants to subscribe to the six Mitchell principles. This 
latter ts a very challenging step for Sinn Fein, but one 
they should muster the courage to take.” 


Mr Spring referred indirectly to the recent controversy 
over the remark by his adviser, Mr Fergus Finlay, 
that talks without Sinn Fein were “not worth a penny 
candice”. 


The Tanaiste said that, rather than debating the viability 
of talks without Sinn Fein, he would prefer to focus on 
the “special value” of talks which included that party. 


“If we can find agreement at that table, it will be real 
and lasting agreement. No one need nse from it having 
to look over their shoulders at those certain to reject the 
outcome because they were not there.” 


Mr Spring said there had been criticism of the notion 
of a special relationship between the Government and 
nationalists in Northern Ireland. 


“This has been stigmatised as ‘pan-nationalist’, as 
though any agreement among nationalists in Ireland, 
whatever its content and practical effect, must by 
definition be reprehensibie. 


“1 believe it is inevitable, for reasons of history, identity 
and aspiration, that nationalists in Northern Ircland 
will attach great importance to the role of the Irish 
Government 


“As a result of the circumstances of Northern Ireland's 


creation and its subsequent development, there exists a 
pervasive structural inequality psychological and sym- 
bolic as well as political and socio-<cconomic-hetween 
the two communttes there. 


“That inequality has itself been one of the causes of 
imstaMlity. it 1s accepted im almost all quarters that a 
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different poliucal dispensation will be needed, even 1! 
the vision of what 1 should be differs predictably. 


“The role of the Insh Government has beeu, and always 
will be, as the resolute opponent of violence and a 


champion of peaceful means and consent. 


“If the role of the Insh Government reassures nation- 
alists in Northern Ireland that the poliucal processes 
governing them will be meaningful. and they will never 
again be marginalised, as they were in the past, | believe 
that both the Brush government and the unionist com- 
munity should welcome thal as a resource to increase 
the prospect of politcal consensus and democratic com- 
mitment, whose absence in Northern Ireland has been 
so costly to date. 


“If we can contribute in any significant degree to setting 
this island on the path to agreement and peace through 
our involvement with the nationalist Community and 
in the negotiations generally, 11 would be strange and 
indeed irresponsibic, to stand aloof. 


“ht is the duty of the Irish Government to tc both an 
advocate of change and a facilitator of its acceptance 
and achievement.” 


However, Mr Spring stressed that the Government's 
concern with the nmghts of Northern nationalists did 
not Mean it “ignorant or indifferent as regards unionist 
concerns’. 


Ireland: Spring Says Arms Should Not Halt Peace 
Talks 


MS0205105296 London INDEPENDENT in English 
2 May % pi7 


[Article by Irish Deputy Pnme Minister Dick Spring 
“A Cure For Northern Ireland's Paralysis” } 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} It is intolerable that the threat 
of terrorism should hang over people in any part 
of these islands. Our security forces maintain the 
Closest co-operation to prevent such violence, to bring 
those responsible to justice, and to track down illegal 
weapons. Those who seek to use violence for political 
ends must meet the most effective security response we 
can muster. 


Beyond that. we must also come to grips politically with 
the situation that has produced and sustained a culture 
which motivates people to kill and be killed, because 
of problems that the overwhelming majority of people 
beheve can only be resolved politically. 


The prospects for success of the negotiations on 10 June 
will be immeasurably enhanced if they take place in a 
climate of peace and are therefore inclusive. The two 
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governments have signalled thew desire that Sinn Fein 
should take its place at the negouating table, on the one 
critical condition that the IRA ceasefire is unequivocally 
restored. The governments will expect all participants, 
at the beginning of the negotiations, to make clear thew 
total and absolute commitment to the stern test of the 
principles of democracy and non-violence set oul in 
the reports of thc international body chaired by Senator 
George Mitchell. 


In order to build confidence in the negotiations, the 
two governments have further agreed that the interna- 
tional body's proposals on decommissioning must be 
addressed at the beginning of the discussions. 

The Insh Government has the strongest possible mou- 
vation to see illegal arms on ail sides decommissioned 
as soon as possible and removed forever from the polit- 
ical equation. But, as the Mitchell report confirmed, it is 
unrealistic to expect this goal to be achieved simply by 
making it a precondition for entry into the negotiations. 
How the decommissioning issuc will be handled 1s now 
a key issue in the ongoing debate about whether the 
ceasefire can he restored. An absolutist position on de- 
commussioning as a precondition for talks is simply self- 
defeating. Without a restoration of the ceasefire, the 
decommissioning issue inevitably becomes academic, 
since those whose co-operation is needed to advance 
it will not be at the table. It has long been clear te ev- 
eryone that non-inclusive talks against a background of 
violence were always going to be much less promising 
for achieving peace than inclusive negotiations against 
a background of peace. 

Expertise in the deadly use of ordinary materials and 
an accessible black market in weaponry mean that 
decommussioning 1s not a decisive factor in preventing 
future violence. That requires, as the Mitchell report 
reminded us, that we must decommission mindsets as 
well. That is why the goal of meaningful and inclusive 
political negotiations is so crucial. A political dynamic 
is the enabling condition for progress on all fronts, 
including decommissioning. 

The baleful capacity of the decommissioning issue to 
paralyse the wider political debate has been amply 


IRELAND is 


demonstrated. Clarity about a sensible way to handle u, 
and one that meets valid concerns on both sides, 1s the 
single most important contmbuuon thal the governments 
can make to building confidence and restoring opumusm 
to the peace process generally. 


Our treatment of this issue is manifestly central to 
the success or failure of the process as a whole. For 
that reason I proposed that we should as of now seck 
agreement on all sides thal the negotiavons should remut 
this issue in the first instance, under independent outside 
acgis, t0 a separate but paralic! stream of negouations. 
This would not in any way remove it from the overall 
agenda of the negotiators. They would receive reports 
on it periodically and its outcomes would be submutied 
to them in good time for full consideration alongside 
the results emerging from political negotiations across 
the three strands. The final judgement would be theirs, 
but taken on an informed basis, and after the necessary 
preliminary and technical issues had been sorted out. 


My proposal would ensure that the question of decom- 
missioning and the proposals of the Michell report 
would be fully addressed from the outset of substan- 
live negotiations in tandem with political discussions 
across the three strands. In my view, progress towards 
an inclusive settiement and decommussioning are likely 
to be achieved in parallel or not at all. 


The Irish government, for its part, will be prepared 
to process urgently whatever legislation is needed to 
facilitate any arrangements that might be necessary for 
the physical decommissioning of weapons. 


In my view, the creation of a separate fourth stream 
to the all- party ncgotiations, which would cnabic 
work on decommussioning to proceed in parallel with 
negotiations on a lasting political settlement, is the most 
likely strategy by which fear of the bomb can be for ever 
removed from the life of all our peoples. 


We must not allow a theoretical notion of the best 
to become an enemy of an achievable version of the 


good. An approach such as I have suggested is the most 
practical way to realise the goal both governments seck. 
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Germany: Kohl Defends Government's Austerity 
Package 

LDO205120396 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1107 GMT 2 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 2 May (DDP/ADN) — 
German Chancellor Helmut Koh! made it clear that he 
intends to stand by the government's austerity package 
today the government will “not waver from its course”. 
“I see it as my duty as chancellor to implement the 
necessary changes,” he added. 

Koh! said after yesterday's union demonstrations against 
the government's planned cuts that those who have 
nothing in mind except defending their own wealth 
are putting Germany's future at risk. The government's 
decision to safeguard growth and jobs are part of a 
policy of strengthening economic competitiveness and 
social stability in Germany. Kohl said the government 
is not saving “for the sake of saving” but in order to 
boost the economic upswing and in so doing to create 
new jobs. 


Kohl said the decisions needed to strengthen German 
in view of 
and the 


i 
ee 


responsibilities but to “play their part in bringing about 
a decisive turnaround in the labor market.” 

He said the vast majority of people in Germany has long 
since recognized that “not everything can remain as it 
is". They accept the necessary changes. “Everywhere, 
people clearly sense that we have to take a new approach 
to create more jobs and social safeguards for the future 
of our country,” he said. 


Germany: Former-GDR New Forum To Be 
Reestablinhed 


AU2904152596 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 29 Apr 96 p 4 


[Report by “Li”: “The New Forum Wants To Live On") 


(FBIS Translated Text) The New Forum, once the 
largest and most effective civic mghts movement prior 
to the demise of the GDR (German Democratic Repub- 
hc], wants to reestablish itself as a political association, 
despite its shrunken membership and internal strife. At 
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a convention held near Berlin, two-thirds of the 60 del- 
cgaies, representing slightly less than 1,000 members, 
decided in favor of a “progressive new beginning” to 
reestablish the New Forum 4s an interregional party-like 
association with an altered structure. Poor to this con- 
vention, there were different scenarios concerning the 
future of the civic movement. Over the past months. 
rum members had been saying that the Forum should be 
turned into a foundation of society in order to Commem- 
orate its role in the demise of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Getrssany [SED] regime and preserve its original objec - 
uve of asserting human mghts. Nevertheless, Mrs. Boh- 
ley and other supporters of this idea did not attend the 
weekend convention because of a dispute within the 
Forum's Berlin branch, which attempted to block the 
convention. 


Instead of the idea of a foundation or society, the 
weekend convention adopted for the time being a 
concept favored by, among others, the numerically 
superior Thuringia branch and calling for a more severe 
organizational shape to the Forum in order to prevent 
mutual antagonistn between the land organizations. The 
New Forum was severely divided in the past — for 
example, on whether or not it should take pari in 
elections. A resolution to take part in the clections was 
adopted by a narrow majority a few years ago, but 
not all land branches adhered to it. There were similar 
disagreements about the funds that the Forum received 
after the 1990 Bundestag clections as compensation 
for its election expenses. A resolution to distribute the 
remainder of this compensation, amounting to 800,000 
marks, among the respective land branches was blocked 
by the Federal Coordinating Commission until the 
Forum's future structure has been determined. 


Following this preliminary decision concerning the New 
Forum's continued existence, the old differences of 
opimon between the land organizations once again came 
to the fore during the convention, so a resolution on 
a new statute had to be postponed. The bones of 
contention include the distribution of funds between the 
New Forum federal tiers an the land tiers, whether or 
not the New Forum should develop a strong German- 
wide representauion, and whether a New Forum member 
can belong to other parties ai the same ume. Following 
debates by the land branches, a federal-level meeung is 
to adopt a new statute in a few weeks. 
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France: Juppe Discusses Economic Policy, Results 
BRO2OS104796 Paris LE POINT in French 
27 Apr 9 pp 48-5! 


{Iimerview with French Pome Minister Alain Juppe by 
Pierre Beylau, Philippe Maniere, and Catherine Pegard: 
place and date not given: “Reforms: | Will Stay the 
Course”) 

(FBIS Translated Text) (LE POINT) How do you feel 
now, after almosi one year as prime minister? 


Juppe] It has been tough but I believe the first signs 
afe now emerging from a team effort that has been com- 
pletely geared toward achseving one objective: employ- 
mem. Employment for a better daily life. Employment 
a greater confidence in the future. 


{LE POINT] You are not disappointed by your results? 


(Juppe] Some ot the results we have achieved are very 
prossising. Others are late in coming. The government's 
main task has been to make for 4 more scrious man- 
agement of the government's finances to restore eco- 
nomic and financial confidence. We are doing this so 
that France is seen to be a well-managed country, one 
capable of sticking to its Commitments and ready for 
the great political rendezvous of the end of the century: 
the single currency and the new drive for European con- 
struction around the French-German axis. We have had 
to umpiement painful and therefore unpopular measures: 
| am well aware that successive state budgets have re- 
quire! great efforts from the French people. | know that 
for many people it has been hard. However, economic 


This is why we necd a moratorium on additional ex- 
peaditure. France is currently in no position to increase 
spending. it should spend less and more wisely. The 
stale Must reexamuse bow it lives and how and where it 
acts. Too much sine means too much taxes and there- 
fore a lack of initiative 


[LE POINT] Company bosses do not appear to be 


[Juppe] We have launched an unprecedented campaign 


seiaiams Seis cine beve deo tern tnetemecned 
to simplify the funding of SME's. bolster competition. 
and begin to simplify procedures. 
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(LE POINT] Before going imo detail about future 
reforms, you have come under a lot of fire this yea. 
Which attacks surprised you the most” 


(Juppe] Surprised? None, really, because | knew that 
every prime munister is open to criucism, especially one 
that has decided to take action and to reform. In some 
cases this criticism was systematic, bul the government 
persevered, certain of the fact that m was serving the 
general interest and persuaded thal the French peopic. 
with a bit of tundsight, will understand why ut did what 
it did. That is what is now happening. With regud to 
the parliamentary majority, despite the natural ups and 
downs of democracy it has never ict the government 
down. It is instilled with the same desire to reform as 
the government. 


{LE POINT] Ai the end of the day, do you not regret 
not having done an audi of the situation you were 
inhenung’ 


(Juppe] When I presented the revised budget in the 
summer of 1995S I made no secret of the state the 
government's finances were in. 


[LE POINT] How can you justify painting such a rosy 
picture when all the forecasters are pessimistic’ 


[Juppe] I have come to see that growth forecasts are very 
flecting. Last July forecasts for growth were extremely 
optumusuc, but now they are less so. | have ~% reason 
to believe that they are any more sound now ' in they 
were then. It is true thal in our immediate surroundings 
there are certain aspects thal give us cause for concern: 
1 am thinking here of the German economic situation 
However, the recent decisions of the Bundeshank prove 
that our German partners are determined to push ahead. 
That is good news. What is more, further aficid things 
are teally happening. We are not in a world that is 
destined for recession. Whole continents are waking 
up. The emerging economies of Southeast Asia and 
Laun America are growing at an incredible ratc. They 
represent markets which our companies can win a share 
in, and this will boost employment. 


[LE POINT] But the French people ae still very 


[Juppe) | think that is something of 2 ready-made view 
Now it is true that there was a kind of psychological 
crisis in the nation last autumn. Families were concerned 
that thew youngsters would be unable to find jobs and 
they were afraid for the future. Also, the 15 years of 
accumulated austerity and the inevitable disillusionment 
after the presidential clection campaign, which always 
gets people's hopes up. could also explain why there 
was an upheaval in December. Perhaps. at the end of 
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the day, this was a healthy reaction. | think that realism 
has returned and, with it, confidence 


{LE POINT] What conclusions did vou drzw from this 
period for the implementation of the rctorms? 


[Jupoe] The first lesson I learned was thal not cnough 
time is ever set aside for negotiation and dialogue. The 
Freach people, contrary to whal is sometimes claimed, 
ae not completely averse to reform, they just want to 
understand the aim and the purpose. | was made more 
aware of this need which is stronger than ever in modern 
Freach society. The second lesson | learned, which is 
mo contradictory, is thal you have to be determined if 
you are to succeed. If, at the first sign of trouble or the 
first corporatist refusal you just say “well that ts the end 
of that,” then indeed m wiil be. 

The reform of the social security system is extremely 
interesting from this point of view. Remember, when 
I presented my plan to the National Assembly. the 
members of the majority were very enthusiastic, on 
their feet, and | was congratulated by almost everyone. 
However, | ended my speech with the words: “We ae 
now going to sce the repercussions from the lobnies 
and conservatism from all sides...” | was expecting that 
and | was not disappointed! So yes, it was difficult, but 
we persevered and are now implementing the reform 
as planned and in line with the initial objectives, by 
developing a deeper and broader negotiation. 


{LE POINT] Bul you gave in on social security... 


Uuppe] | do not think anyone could claim that now. 
The reform is under way. Of course there were two 


laws still have to be applied. We will 
the government will persevere 
because it is convinced that this is a real chance for the 
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of weatment is given to cach patent. Our guiding 
princepie is the search for quality and, of couse, good 
management. However, the correct reaiment mast Come 
first. What is the alicrnative? Full liberalization of 
medical care, like in the United States’? A National 
Health Service like in Great Britain? We do not want 
to go down cither of these paths. 


{LE POINT] The defense reform is also being dchated 


(Juppe] This has an impact on the very structure of our 
society and we therefore had to let society decade 


[LE POINT) Regarding the 1997 budget. you have 
announced a spending moratorum. Why di you not 
do that in 1996, instcad of raising taxes’ 


Uuppe}] In 1995S the deficu. which had been sliding 
alarmingly out of control, was reimed in by the twin 
acuions of increasing income and roducing cxpenditure 
to whal was probably an unprecedented degree. In 
the second half of 1995S alone we managed to save 
Fr40 billion in state spending. This twin effort that the 
French people were forced to make brought about a 
recovery before the very cyes of all observers of our 
economy. The result was clear cut: Interest rates have 
fallen spectacularly and now stand at what they cal! 
“ustorically” low levels. That has had two effects: I 
has encouraged those secking to invest through loans 
to do so, since the repayments are considerably less. 
and it also convinced savers who have put thei moncy 
imo moncy market unit trusts of simular shemes — 
imactive assets — that they can do better by investing 
or consuming. 


When | was budget minister from 1986 to 1988 | 
implemented a massive tax-Cutting plan. It 1s truc that a! 
the ume the budget deficit was two or three times less 
than it is now, and the det was also three times less 


[LE POINT] But now you are on the back foot 


(Juppe] | am very much in favor of lightening the tax 
burden. However, if we are to avoid falling into the trap 
of demagogucry, then | must first add two comments 
First of all, tax cuts must not worsen the defici, « 
requirement which has someumes been overlooked in 
past years. Second, lowering taxes without worsening 
the deficit means making an equivalent reduction is 
government spending. something which has to he done 


[LE POINT] Tax increases often go hand in hand with 
a fall in receipts. For the past year we have had a nasty 
surprise in terms of tax receipts. 


Juppe}] Tax receipts have indeed heen dropping since 
the beginning of 1995. But look at the figures’ This drop 
is not the result of the mechanical effect of boosting tax 
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rates. Indeed. the same situation can be scen in Greal 
Briain and Germany. 


[LE PODNT) The higher the taxes, the greater the risk 
of Capital flight 
(Juppe) It is not our intenuon to comunue raising Laxes 


— on the contrary. As you know, we are preparing a 
five-year tax relief plan. 


[LE POINT] That is one of your big projects. 


[Juppe] Yes. We are working on tree major reforms. 
First of all the government reform. That is making 
progress. By summer. the government will be mm a 
position to make a number of decisions to facilitate and 
simplify relauons between citizens and the government. 
and to ensure thal government decisions are made not 
by Paris, but more often on the ground. 


The second snajor reform is tax reform. | am waiting 
for specific proposals from the group of experts which 
we recently pul together. 

The third reform is the reform of the national education 
system. This reform is currently being prepared. 


{LE POINT] No matter what the hostility toward it? 


UJuppe] The outlines of the reform will be set out by 
summer. The president has mentioned the possibility of 
holding a referendum to consult the French people on 
the matter. We should not lose sight of this idea, because 
our fellow citizens are very alientive to the problems 
facing the schools and are very open to change. 


They know that education concerns everyone, because 
it concerns thesr children. They know that it is the key 
to employment, knowledge, and personal growth. Many 
teachers who work in a tough environment are also 
aware of the need for change. Our educational system 
must be reformed if France is to succeed in the 21st 
century. 


[LE POINT) Let us return to tax reform. Why is it being 
spread out over five years’ 


uppe] First of ali, I do not wish to engage in 
demagogucry of overweening verbosity. Some people 


of the 
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to Go is make our tax system fairer, simpler, and icss 
cumbersome. 


(LE POINT] What avenues are you currently es.:ploring’ 


(Juppe) The aim of the discussions which | asked the 
Cxperl commiliec to engage im is to inject some con- 
sistency into the various direct taxes paid by all French 
poopie: the strvctly progressive income tax, as well as the 

i ©SG (General Social Contribution). An- 
other topic of discussion is how to modify the funding 
of social security so that it is better distributed, so that 
it is not runded solely by revenue from labor bul also 
by revenue from capital. 


The third debate to launch is the following: How can 
certain parts of the local tax system be reformed, in 
parucular the professional tax” 

(LE POINT) What is the imetable for this? 
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[LE POINT) Is there a Juppe method? 
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Uuppe] There ae no Gifficulmes within the govern- 
meat. There were differcaces of opimon concerning the 
timetable, bul not on the status self or on the sought- 
after goal, because here it is the company’s future that 
is @ stake And of course, where the government 15 con- 
cerned the most important tung 15 to give France Teie- 
com the means — in good ume — to handle compeuton 
and Gevelop while af Lic same Ume guaraniccing pub- 
lic service. Indeed, as you know, i 1s quite sormal for 
there to be differences of opmmon within a government 
depending on cach person's mesmon and responstul- 
ues. Several points of view enrich the discusmon and 
allow us to make well informed choices. 


[LE POINT] There is always talk about the duo com- 


(Juppe) There 1s yust one word thal comes spontaneously 
to mind, “confidence.” The presadent has demonstrated 
his confidence in me af all umes and under all crcum- 


[Interview with Bank of France Governor Jean-Claude 
Trichet by Pierre-Antoine Delhomman. Exc Le 
Boucher, and Eric Leser, place and date not given: 
“Bank of France Priority is Reduction in Public Spend- 


ing’) 

(FPBIS Translated Text] (LE MONDE) You recently 
presented the Bank of France annual report to the 
president of the republic. A year ago — as we were 
nearing the end of the presidential clecuon campaign — 
the Monetary Policy Council's [CPM] recommendation 
for wage restraint in the letter that accompanied the 
report came in for some severe criticism from Jacques 
Chirac. Have relations improved with Mr. Chirac over 




















[LE MONDE] Even though Preach rates are among the 
lowest in the world, the criticism has not stopped. On 


the 
Thursday 25 April you disappointed certain observers 
to lower ' 
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has ever seen. None of the other ceowral banks in the 
exchange raic mechanism, withoul cxcepuon, has done 
as much. On 11 April we lowered the base tender rate by 
10 basis points — and at 3.7 percent this is af its lowest 
level for 23 years — whereas in Germany, Austria. 
Belgium, etc. it remained unaltered. Of all the European 
central banks in the exchange rate mechanism, the Bank 
of France is the one that has lowered its interest rates 
the most in recent weeks. 


Where was this “bad reception from the makes” 
Freach short- term interest rates were cul by 0.25 
percent on 11 April, more than in any of the other 
exchange rate mechanism Countnes. Our two-year rates 
stood at 4.3 percent on Friday (26 April), the lowest they 
have ever been. Our 10-year rates fell to 6.37 percent 
and the stock exchange rose by more than | percent on 
Friday. On the contrary, then, we got a good reception 
frorn the markets' 


Doubtless we have acquired such a good image for 
having 4 wise policy that when we fall by 10 centuumes 
and the others do not everyone then says “it's a very 

process, whereas when we fall by 60 when 
everyone cise falls by SO we are told “that docsn't 
count'” The CPM will continue to make its decisions 
im accordance with the law and will only be influenced 
by itself and its own conscience. This has proved to be 
good advice so far. 


[LE MONDE] Is the period of interest rate cuts in 
conunental Europe now coming to an end” 


[Trichet] We recently indicated to Amsterdam, Frank- 
furl, Pans, Brussels, and other European marketplaces 
that there is probably sull some room for lowering the 
short-term rates in Europe. No European central banker 
will tell you any more than that... 


[LE MONDE] Do you fear renewed inflation’ 


[Trichet] That is one area in which we cannot lower 
our guard. All the central banks are agreed on that. 
Driving monetary policy is like driving a car: All it 
takes is 4 socom ’s inattention and the car is in a ditch. 
Everyone knows that it is because the CPM is extremely 
vigilant that we have such low rates. Some observers in 
Paris beleve that the central banks can conver lead into 
gold just by lowering interest rates. That is not how it 
works. The central banks are active at two levels: Pirst 


depreciate over the longer term. If ever they were to 
lose their confidence as to the solidity of the currency 
then ail the market rates would rise instead of falling 
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of the governments and the central banks. Moreover 
you should aot confuse the European cachange rate 
fan ae weak. That docs nol mean we we not picased 
that he dollar has gone up against the fran and the 
mark, in accordance with the G-7 analysis of 2 yeu 
ago. 

[LE MONDE) As you stressed before, the rates are low 
in France but growth remains weak. Why is this? 
[Trichet] Growth has not yet fully woken up, bul & is 
nol Zero. Bank 


14.3 percent. Companies’ self-financing rate exceeds 
110 percemt. The country’s balance of payments surplus 
ts the highest s:ace the war and represents more than one 
percemt of our domesuc product. As a result, households. 


companies, and the whole economy has strength in 
reserve. 


I beheve that the effects of inhibwvon that existed before 
ate Currently dissipating as our strategy becomes clearer 
[LE MONDE] Do you have anything to say about the 


president of the republic's speech of 26 October when 
he called for the deficits to be cut? 
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(LE MONDE! Wha do you mean by uenproduacuwe” 


[Trichet] All de annual public spending where we 
Cam make savings withou! pcopardmng future coomommc 
growth. Total public spending wm 1995 was 54.8 perore 
of GDP. The European average stunds &@ wowns SD 
percest. The G-? average ts wound 40 percemt. There 
iS @ strong suspicion that 2 bat of France's spending 
unproductive’ 

[LE MUNDE] Do you thunk, where sacud spending 
concert, that France should umpiement a mporous plan 
for maksne savings. a Chancella Kohl has dome mm 
Germany’ 

[Trichet] We beheve that more thrifty management os 
act only secessary for the whole economy, growth. and 
the battle agammst uncmployment ul 1s also cascnual for 
the very survival of the social securnty system. Ths 
why the CPM is officually calling the atcnvon of both 
sides of industry and the healthcare profcsmons to the 
fact that spending cannot be allowed to mec af the same 
rate 2s in the past 


[LE MONDE) Since growth is sluggish. a dchate has 
started unto whether taics should he lowered to Poost mt 
In the same way, some poopie comuder that too great a 
reducuon im pubic spending at the moment. capecially 
if Germany does the same. could pul a brake on growth 
What do you think’ 


[Trichet} As the public deficits stand now, strict respect 
for the government's Commutments in terms of reducing 
the deficits, far from braking growth, is on the contrary 
a powerful sumulant for growth. employment. and the 
fight against wnemployment. You only have to look 
how the three-month interes! rates have fallen M0) Manes 
pots im sia months. Who wants to reverse that process” 


Moreover, in a straiegn perspective, the CPM has ond. 
cated that rates of 54.8 percent of GDP for total pub- 
lic spending and 44 |} percent of GDP for compulsory 
comributons are much too bigh We heleve — and 
this ts an important message this year — thal total pub- 
lc spending should he brought to helow the SO percent 
mark as a first stage. That is the key to reducing taxes 


(LE MONDE} By reducing the number of crvil servants 
and government employers ’ 


[Trichet] That decision is not up to us 
[LE MONDE) How can Prance create new pots’ 


{Trichet} The CPM is convinced that having price sta- 
bility and a stable franc is not cough We must im- 
plement reforms to hoost growth and wage an effoctive 
battle against unemployment. The CPM heleves that 
these reforms are cwential, cepecially i areas such a 
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cduca.oa, vocabonal rameng. part-ume work, am‘ fiex- 
itebty os the labor market 


(LE MONDE) Meanwtulc the Bank of France ts sci to 


shed 800 jobs 
[Trchet) The Bank of France ts a company .00 and one 
of qr Gusioms t% to print bankeotes on the com and 


quality terms. We are up aguwnst suf! compeupon and 
ow factanes have senous probiems of compeuuveness. 


FRANCE 23 


it os a quesuos of the survival of cur prisung presscs. 
our paper manufacturing plant. and all he jots they 
represcat. | am sure we will manage ut w hou! the anced 
for layoffs, keepung a careful cye on staff problems. and 
maitiamng Our status as the second lapest employa 
im the Auvergee region. We will Dring the RAD 


Geparument and the general management of the banknotc 
divissom opto the same site. 














Denmark 
Denmark: Conservatives Want Separate EMU 
Referendum 
BR3004085896 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 26 Apr 96 p7 


[Unattributed RITZAUS BUREAU report: “Conserva- 
tives Want Separate Referendum on EMU") 

(FBIS Translated Text) If the Conservatives have their 
way, Danes will have two referendums in 1998: one 
on the outcome of the current EU Intergovernmental 
Conference and one to lift the Danish opt-out against 
involvement in economic and monetary union (EMU). 
The purpose of the separation is to ensure that the two 
issues do not trip cach other up, and that Denmark can 
take part in the third stage of EMU from its scheduled 
start on | January 1999. 


Kent Kirk, the party's EU spokesman, says that the 
referendum on EMU should take place during the spring 
of 1998, when it will be decided which countries will 
take part in the third stage of EMU. 

“This will give the public a good foundation on which to 
make a decision in a new referendum,” he said, stressing 
that a referendum on the other Danish opt-outs should 
take place at a different date. 


At the moment ii is only the Liberals who are able to 
give “lukewarm” support to the Conservative proposal. 
“Lukewarm”™ because the Liberals want a referendum on 
the Danish opt-outs “as soon as possible” after the end 
of the Intergovernmental Conference. 


The government's attitude is that there are “no current 
plans” to hold a referendum on EMU — and not 
in connection with the end of the Intergovernmental 
Conference cither. Instead the government is counting 
on taking part in <he currency cooperation which will 
be established among EMU and non-EMU countries 
starting in 1999. 
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On Friday [26 April] WEEKENDAVISEN writes thal 
the government intends to remain firm that a referendum 
on the Danish opt-outs will take place only after a 
possible future referendum on the results of the EU 
Intergovernmental Conference. 














placed on the negotiating table several realistic and rea- 
sonable positions that will benefit both communities, 
which cas also be considered as our side's concessions. 
He added: Everyone must turn his attention to Turkey. 
Kasoulidhis said the report reiterates the U.S. Govern- 
ment’s intention to undertake an initiative in Cyprus. 
He said: kt appears that progress on the substance of the 


1030 GMT 1 May 96 


called on the Greek Cypriot side to come to the 
negotiating table for a bizonal agreement. Denktas 
pointed out that the highest-level official of the United 
States affirms that Cyprus has two owners. Denktas said: 
Now is the time to turn back from the wrong path we 
followed over the past 33 years. 

Denktas was speaking to TAK [Turkish Cypriot News 
Agency] sbout the remarks made by Greek Cypriot 

report may 


Turkey did not desiroy a partnership it was a guarantor 
of, nor did it try to colonize Cyprus. Denktas charged 
that by misinterpreting the realistic messages given to 
him, Kliridhis announced that the United States is secing 
the realities in Cyprus differently and that the Cyprus 
problem cannot be resolved unless Turkey changes its 


position of guarantor of the partnership republic, and 
that unlike Greece, it did not destroy this partnership 


Greek-Greek Cypriot duo which must change its views 
and policies. He stated that the Greek-Greek Cypriot 
duo continues to deceive 














(FBIS Translated Text) The critical question is: Is Ecevit 
imposing a policy on the Turkish state or is he revealing 
policies already adopted by the Turkish state? 


Detailed Information From the General Staff 


The relevant power ceaters within the Turkish state had 
already endorsed this plan, though some bargaining was 
still going on. Ecevit was careful to stress the point that 
he obtained “detailed and enlightening information from 
the General Staff and the Foreign Ministry” in preparing 
his plan. His plan, however, was not binding on Turkey 

silent. 
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on the is known, the United 
States has been using the discord between the Senate 
and the House of Representatives against Turkey. Now 
Turkey was trying to beat the United States af its own 
game. The message was that if Ecevit is not satisfied, the 
U.S.-supported ANAYOL [Motherland Party/True Path 
Party] government cannot survive. Besides, Ecevit's 
plan did not deviate from the goals pursued by the 
United States. These American-style politics turned into 
a farce when applied in Turkey. 


concerned states — primarily the United States — and 
Comfort’ and the dangers it poses to Turkey and the 


poses a “poetic” meniality [Ecevit occasionally writes 
poems]. Seemingly, the American public and the US. 
will be the most impressed by this cam- 


Next: “Intensive diplomatic contacts should be held to 


“The Iragi administration should be asked to provide 
solid guarantees for human rights and equality to all 
the Iragis without prejudice to ethnic roots; to take 
convincing steps towards democracy: for this purpose. 
to establish a dialogue with the representatives of the 
Kurdish, Turkish, and Shiite representatives; and to 


unacceptable for his own country, and he invites Irag to 
come under the control of imperialism. 


“These ethnic groups should refrain from provocative 
actions and assume a conciliatory posture, and both 
sides should be persuaded to hold democratic clectons 
to fill 30 vacant seats in the Iragi National Assembly.” 
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Yet another poetic approach. So it scems all these 
expectations have not been fulfilled so far simply 
because a persuasive Ecevit had not come forward with 
such an appeal! 
Supposedly the U.S. Is To Be Convinced! 
Attention, this demand is very important: “The US. 
should be persuaded to give up its policy of prevent- 
ing the power centers in northern iraq from replying 
positively to the steps to be taken by the Iraqi admin- 
oe ts dial ‘histion. 4 


The persuasion of America. There is a price for per- 
suading America. The DSP leader probably knows the 
price for it and will explain it later on. 

“While maintaining the UN arms control over Irag, 
effective efforts should be exerted to eliminate the 
weapons of mass destruction and for a balanced reduc- 
tion of the conventional forces in the entire region.” 
This article is so moving it brings tcars to ones eyes! It 
envisages the demilitarization of Iraq in line with and to 
the satisfaction of the biggest armed power in the world. 
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ume now. Until recently, the Turkish General Staff was 
unable to clarify its position, notwithstanding the fact 
that during Dogan Gures’ term as chief of the General 
Staff “intervention in areas of crisis” was endorsed as a 
military concept. At the time, Turkey had indicated its 
willingness to assume the role of America’s forward 
garrison and act as the subcontractor for the United 
States" interests. 


helpless goverament. The reference a 
Pian” is a mere show. There is actually no new plan. 
Ecevit is simply acting as a mouthpiece for the straicgy 
imposed by America. It is tking “imposed” on the 











TURKEY 


Ecevit represents the Turkish policy thai has surrendered 
to the United States. The pian he has unveiled is actually 
the plan that the United States has imposed on Turkey. 
America is imposing and Turkey is accepung. Turkey is 
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The Ecevit plan — that is: the Turkish state pian 
derived from the United States — has two clements: 
First, Turkey sees its neighbors as enemues and its real 


condemned to this role. The state and Ecevit, who do not 
dare to solve their own Kurdish problem by democratic 
means, have the temerity to announce the request for the 
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Since the Gulf crisis, the Labor Party [of Dogu Perincek} 
has been constantly announcing the plan thal ensures 
Turkey's independence and the soluvon of the Kurdish 
probiem in line with the interests of the two peoples. 
This alternative program being announced since 199! 
keeps America out of the developments. 

The solution worked out by the Labor Party is this: A 
resolute stance should be adopted against the imperialist 
ments arising from the Kurdish problem in the Mid- 
die East. The regional conflicts and problems should be 
solved peacefully, on the basis of the mutual nights and 
interests of the regional peoples, through talks between 
Turkey, Iraq, Iran, and Syria, with the participation of 
the Kurdish organizations and by keeping out the impe- 
tries should follow a policy of refraining from blaming 
each other for the Kurdish problem. Solutions mecting 
the Kurdish people's demand for equality and freedom 
should be supported to eliminate the grounds for the in- 
tervention of the imperialist states in the region. 


through the DSP’s mouth’ 


MS0105143996 Dublin THE IRISH TIMES in English 
30 Apr 96 p& 


[Article by Taner Baytok, Turkish Ambassador to 
Ireland: “Customs Union to Benefit Both Turkey and 
Ireland” | 


{[PBIS Transcribed Text] The Customs Union [CU] that 
took effect as of January Ist, 1996, is a major step 
towards Turkey's full integration with the European 
Union. As far as the internal market is concerned, the 
EU has thus enlarged to include Turkey. From now on. 
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in the context of the EU's internal market and Common 
Trade Policy, one should talk of the “sixtcsen™ rather 
than the “fifteen”. 


both for the EU countries and Turkey. For the EU, the 
economic benefits are manifold. 


First of all, the CU opens and consolidates the Turkish 
market in a privileged manner for the EU producers. All 
tariff and non-tariff barriers are already eliminated. EU 
exporters thus earn preferential and unhindered access 
to this young, dynamic market of 65 million consumers. 
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